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Aim: to investigate the impact of an approach 

based on the explicit embedding of academic 

literacy instruction within the subject curriculum

Research questions:

1. what are students’ perceptions and experiences 

of the embedded academic writing provision 

within the subject curriculum? 

2. to what extent has the embedded writing 

provision contributed to students’ attainment and 

academic literacy development?
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Methodological approach: mixed methods approach 

(quantitative and qualitative) with triangulation of 

data

Methods:

- Analysis of relative progress in levels of attainment

- Thematic analysis of focus group discussions

- Analysis of attendance and VLE engagement data



“Initially, I knew what I wanted to write, 

but I didn’t know how to structure it, but 

with the writing sessions, there was a 

sample given to observe and explore, so 

it was easy to see how to structure the 

assignment and what to include in each 

section”, Focus Group I

(Chiu and Rodriguez-Falcon, 2018, p.44)

(Chiu and Rodriguez-falcon, 2018, p.43)

Quantitative vs Qualitative in triangulation of data:

When the data is telling us something is working, can we always know why? Is it important that we do? 



Aim: To evaluate the effectiveness of a 

teaching intervention using the scaffolding of 

classroom dialogue to develop authorial 

identity in writing

Research questions:

- Do the spoken-to-written activities directly 

help students develop their arguments in their 

final essay?

- How did the students perceive the activity?
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Methodological approach: action research 

(investigating and acting at the same time). 

Qualitative analysis and comparative method

Methods:

- Analysis of students’ (recorded) dialogue 

during teaching activity

- Analysis of students’ final written 

assignments and comparison with 

(recorded) dialogue

- Thematic analysis of focus group discussions



Comparing dialogue to text: 

(Falcón and Chiu, 2020, pp. 188-90)



WHICH METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH? WHAT 
METHODS?

Surveys/polls?

Focus 

groups?

Interviews?

Quantitative 

analysis?Triangulation?

Mixed 

methods?

Others?

Qualitative 

analysis?



POSSIBLE GROUP ACTIVITY?

Thinking of your particular context, what is the type of educational research you think it’d 

be important to do? 

Think of …

• Its overall aim:

• The research questions:

Which methodological decisions will you need to take to address those questions?

THANKS!


